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CLEVELAND -- Big plans are under way for the Innerbelt, part of
the largest highway proiect in state history.

The plan includes two new bridges and roadway Improvements that
haven't been seen in over two generations.
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On Tuesday night, the public was finally able to give their take on
plans for Cleveiand's decaying infrastructure,

"We've got about 1 million square feet of bridge decks, 4 million
square feet, of pavement that's 50 years of age. It's worn well but it's
worn out,” said Craig Hebebrand, of the Ohio Department of
Transpertation.

At a cost of nearly $2 biliion, the Cleveland Innerbelt project will replace the existing east-bound bridge and build
a new westhound bridge.

It will also aiter the Innerbelt trench by reducing the number of exit ramps.
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"The primary issue with the Innerbelt is all the pelnts of access and making sure traffic can get on and off How To Get Curb
efficiently," said Michael Armstrong, of the Federal Highway Administration, Appeal
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With that goal In mind, state and federal officials want to efiminate the exit at Carnegie Avenue, The proposal has Now

drawn opposition from the Cleveland Clinic and business owners in midtown.
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"If this project goes forward as now planned, thousand of jobs are at stake, millions of dollars in local taxes and Showcase

miliions of dellars of economic benefit,” said Stephen O'Bryan, attorney for Midtown Cleveland, Inc.

Under the plan, several familiar landmarks will alse be removed, including the cold storage building, but the
historic Tremont district will be left intact,

While differences remain over the economic impact to midtown, the largest highway project in state history will
no doubt produce a spinoff effect that could revive northeast Chio,

"The pian is going to put a lot of hardworking Clevelanders, Cuyahoga County people and Chioans back to work,
It's going to make the highway safer and improve transportation greatly in the Cleveland area," said project
supporter Paul Standard.
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